Global Nature Fund - Networking with Living Lakes Organisation :

In the year 2005 CReNIEO became an associate member of the Living Lakes organization and a full member in 2010. Living lakes which is an international network based in Germany a programme of Global Nature Fund and which has strong working links with the Ramsar Convention of the IUCN. Ten participants from Germany, UK, Serbia and Sweden came for a Nature Summer camp in Pulicat from 3rd August to 12th August 2008. They planted more than 400 fruit trees and gave 5000 saplings of casuarinas trees. Two volunteers from Germany stayed for a couple of months at Pulicat and helped in the project implementation.  

Global Nature Fund Mangrove Restoration Project :
This pilot project at Pulicat was launched in December 2008 and the project is supported by Hand in Hand. Saplings of Avicenna marina were collected and   three thousand saplings are being reared in Pulicat. The plants were reared over a period of one an half years and then transplanted in suitable sites. Various sites are being scouted and studied and in the most suitable areas these saplings were transferred. The village women and school children were oriented about mangroves and a long term plan was drawn up to replicate the efforts in new areas. The other strategy is also to protect the existing mangroves.

Global Nature Fund Education on Climate issues  for children and Community:
This project was launched in December 2008 at Pulicat and the project is supported by SIKA. The children of various schools are taught about global warming, climate change, carbon emissions, carbon trading etc. Competitions are held in schools and the children’s mothers are also involved in the programmes. A school exhibition was held on environmental issues. Veterinary camps to, promote healthier animals has been undertaken. 

Rehabilitation Of Bio Diversity at Lake Pulicat Through reforestation of Mangrove Forests in brackish water area (Avicenna Marina) -2009-2011.-BFN.

The focus of this Global Nature Fund – BfN project of German Federal Ministry for Environment, Nature Protection and Nuclear Safety was to select areas in southern part of the Pulicat Lake where there are some mangroves. The purpose was to choose areas where mangroves (Avicenna marina) once stood but their numbers got reduced due to land degradation and anthropogenic interventions.  Hence intense efforts are being made to protect and nurture the mangroves. 
The project was designed to be action research oriented CReNIEO had acquired some vital experiences in the past two years to make a bigger effort through this project. In November 2009 seeds where collected and a central nursery with a demonstration nursery has been prepared in order to study the growth pattern of the saplings with different seeds and combination of soils so that in future we will know the best combination.  
Mangroves seeds are available only during November months and at times up to December. Hence in the two year programme we have only a month to collect the seeds and only a month before the rains to plant the saplings in the site. If there are heavy rains in November the seeds fall before they are big and they are damaged. The seeds are collected within a radius of about 7 to 8 kilometers from the CReNIEO Pulicat campus.    The seedlings will be in the nursery for year and then they will be transported to sites. The sites are being readied and the water channels are being made.  New sites in low risk areas are being scouted for future plantations. 
